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CHOCK TALK  Newsletter of the Blue Sky Flying Club, est. 1957

From the Editor  
In case you forgot (or have been 
up in the clouds too long), our 
annual dinner is right around the 
corner: April 10 at the Stoney 
Brook Grille! Cocktail hour starts 
at 5, and I hope to see you all 
there, since four — count ‘em, 
FOUR — of our members will be 
receiving the Wright Brothers 
Master Pilot Award!

For newer members, this is also 
a great chance to meet folks 
and plan future flights. Hope to 
see 
you 
there!

Study Finds Experience Isn’t Everything…  

…when it comes to handling in-flight surprises, anyway.

The research, published in the journal Aviation Psychology 
and Applied Human Factors, put 89 professional pilots 
through a series of simulated emergency situations and 
studied the results. Before the pilots went into the sim, they 
were given psychological questionnaires so that the 
researchers could assess “trait anxiety,” defined as 
“behavioral disposition to perceive a wide range of situations 
as threatening” (i.e., who’s a nervous nellie), and “action 
orientation,” or “a person’s capacity to stay focused on a 
goal and regulate their emotions under pressure” (i.e., who’s 
cool as a cucumber).

The results showed a link between a 
pilot’s “inherent anxiety levels” and 
their reactions to the emergencies: 
pilots with higher trait anxiety reported 
more stress during the emergency, and 
the number of hours the pilot had flown did not have a 
significant impact: “A veteran captain was just as likely to feel 
overwhelmed by a sudden malfunction as a pilot with much 
less time in the cockpit. This finding implies that familiarity 
with routine flying does not necessarily blunt the 
physiological shock of a startling event.”

Interestingly, pilots with a higher action orientation did not do 
significantly better: “There were no statistically significant 
effects of action orientation on how the pilots perceived the 
startle or workload.”

There were several limitations in the study that might bear 
some further scrutiny, but for now we can be fairly certain that 
a high number of flight hours is not a cure-all in an 
emergency situation. But practice can only help, so go 
practice those emergency procedures!

Member Anniversaries 

Paul Culley - 36 years

Dan Collins - 26 years

Tom Halvorson - 25 years

Darren Nye - 18 years

Isa Abbassi - 16 years

Louis Giacomazza - 14 years

Albert Simone - 7 years

Ed Pawlick - 7 years

Alex Sack - 4 years

Ryan Lisiewski - 1 year

https://doi.org/10.1027/2192-0923/a000283
https://doi.org/10.1027/2192-0923/a000283
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Aviation Crossword
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ACROSS DOWN
2.  HADLEY:  ________________________________ 1.  DAKOTA:  ________________________________
5.  OAT:  ________________________________ 3.  YEAGER:  ________________________________
7.  APACHE:  ________________________________ 4.  VFE:  ________________________________
9.  EMERG:  ________________________________ 6.  SOMERSET:  ________________________________
12.  ALTERNATOR:  ________________________________ 8.  WANDB:  ________________________________
13.  VISIBILITY:  ________________________________ 10.  EGT:  ________________________________
17.  NINETY:  ________________________________ 11.  GPH:  ________________________________
19.  BICYCLES:  ________________________________ 14.  TOUCH:  ________________________________
22.  CESSNA:  ________________________________ 15.  MOISTURE:  ________________________________
25.  SPINNER:  ________________________________ 16.  SISTER:  ________________________________

18.  OCT:  ________________________________
20.  KSMQ:  ________________________________

Blue Sky’s first tie-down
A necessity to lean
Blue Sky’s first twin
Hosp. Rm.
Recent 58H saga
Controlling factor for landing IFR
Year of BSAA’s first paint job
Wright Brothers business
Blue Sky’s 2nd plane mfgr
Nose cone

Our indian
Faster than sound
Top of the white
BSAA moved here in 1961
Required analysis
Might help you lean
Might help you lean
G3X…
Required for cloud formation
Family member who ran Wilbur & Orville’s business
First month of BSAA fiscal year
Our closest ASOS

Blue Sky Crossword Puzzle

Crossword puzzle by Roger Harris! (answer key on page 4)

Across 3. Mach breaker

2. Blue Sky’s first tie-down field 4. Top of the white

5. A necessity to lean 6. Blue Sky moved here in 1961

7. Blue Sky’s first twin 8. Req’d analysis

9. 7700 10. Might help you lean

12. Recent 58H saga 11. Might help you lean

13. Controlling factor for landing IMC 14. G3X…

17. Year of BSAA’s first elective paint job 15. Required for cloud formation

19. Wright Brothers’ former business 16. Family member who ran Wilbur & Orville’s 
business

22. Blue Sky’s 2nd plane 18. First month of BSAA fiscal year

25. Nose cone 20. Our closest ASOS

21. Vy = best…

Down 22. Stall speed, dirty

1. Our “indian” 24. Top of the green
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Editor: Eric Swanger

Next Membership Meeting  
Monday, April 6 — 7:30 p.m.

Calvary Bible Church
144 Readington Road

Hybrid meeting with a virtual option via MS Teams:
Meeting ID: 240 326 090 536 0

Passcode: 89uD7aN9

Presentation: 
“Safety Data Collection and ASIAS”

(If you don’t know what that is, come to the meeting!)

Fuel Prices (ranked in order of price) 
Central Jersey    $5.40 
Sky Manor           $5.40 
Solberg	  $5.79  (Must use the Phillips card) 

It’s your money! Spend it wisely!

“The air up there in the clouds is very pure and fine, bracing and delicious. And why 
shouldn’t it be? — it is the same the angels breathe.”    -Mark Twain

Skylane Break-in 
As you may have heard, our 
Skylane has had an engine 
cylinder replaced, and so we 
have specific break-in 
procedures to follow. Perhaps 
the biggest conditions are that all 
flights must be a minimum of 1 
hour, cruising between 
3000-5000 feet, leaned to about 
75 degrees rich of peak EGT, 
and keeping the cylinder 
temperatures between 300-400 
degrees. 

Check the emails from Tom 
Halvorson for the full details 
before you fly! 

Runway 
Slope 
You probably 
know how to 
find out if a 
runway has a 
slope, but do you know how to 
calculate that slope’s impact on 
your takeoff and landing 
distance? 

Some smart folks out there have 
done the math, and a good rule 
of thumb is that every degree of 
upslope increases takeoff 
distance by 10% and decreases 
landing distance by 10%. But the 
opposite is true for downslopes 
(shorter takeoffs, longer 
landings!), so be careful — this 
effect can make some runways 
uni-directional, regardless of 
wind direction.

New Organizers
Blue Sky’s own Ryan Lisiewski has graciously started to outfit 
our aircraft with new, compact organizers for all the tools we 
use during preflight. These new organizers should make it 
easy to keep the back of the planes nice and tidy, and make it 
easy to find what you need when you need it. 

Please make sure you place the oil extension tube in the 
correct compartment, which has an oil absorbing insert that 
will wick up any oil that drips from the tube.  

Let Ryan know any feedback you have!

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/2403260905360?p=F7JwNgQ4bZIWMjb8u6
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Aviation Crossword — Answer Key
1

D
2

HADLE
3

Y
4

V
5

OATEF

K
6

S
7

APACHE

OO
8

WG

TMA
9

EM
10

ER
11

G
12

ALTERNATORGP

RDTH
13

VISIBILI
14

TY
15

M
16

SEOO
17

NINETY
18

OUI

S
19

BICYCLES

T
20

K
21

RTHT
22

CESSNA
23

V
24

VU

RMT
25

SPINNER

QEOOE
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