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From the Editor  
I was hoping to have something 
deep or meaningful to say here 
for this issue. But I’m finding 
that filling this little space can 
sometimes be a lot harder than 
filling the big spaces, especially 
when there’s so much important 
news to share. So I’ll leave it at 
this:

I hope you’re having a great fall, 
that you’re getting in all the 
flying you 
can 
handle, 
and that 
you enjoy 
this issue!

Board Updates

In the August Board Election for three two-year terms, Tom 
Halvorson and Roger Harris were reelected, and Cal 
Swedberg was elected, filling the position vacated by Jeff 
Lavine stepping down.

Meet Cal:  As a teenager, Cal would hang around the 
Clarinda, IA airport, washing planes to pay for ground school 
and hitching rides when possible. He joined the Navy in 1982 
and has over 2,000 hours flying in EC-130, E-6A (Boeing 
707) and P-3 aircraft as a Naval Flight Officer (navigator). His 
hobbies include Tennis, VFR Flying, Horse Racing (he owns 2 
thoroughbreds), and NJ Devils Hockey.  

Jeff Levine is stepping down after serving on Blue Sky boards 
for 15 years, and he and has held every position. Recently, he 
recalled serving as President during the 2008 recession. At 
that time, the membership dropped to 35 and the club’s 
finances were stretched to the limit. A tight belt and a 
spending diet saved the day. If you see Jeff around the patch, 
thank him for his dedication and work for the Club!

It’s That Time of Year Again…

…the time when we renew our insurance policy. This requires 
an accurate roster of the membership.

Please help the folks that keep your club running! We need 
EVERYONE to visit their profile page in Schedule Master:

• Click “My Account” in the main menu, then “My Profile.”
• Check your "Contact" tab and ensure that all info is correct.
• On the “Pilot/Personal” tab, make sure your certificate 

details are correct and up-to-date, including your Driver’s 
License!

• Then go to the "Status" tab and verify that all dates and 
data are correct — Flight Review, Medical, Annual 
Proficiency Check, BasicMed, etc.  And do not check any 
"Not Applicable" box!

• Make sure you click that red “Save” button when you’re 
done!

Member 
Anniversaries  

Ron Joffe - 21 years

Paul D’Auria - 18 years

Eric Swanger - 15 years

Andrea Fiocchi, Abe Nemani, 
Wael Hassan - 11 years

Thomas Bubb - 10 years

Tom Taylor - 9 years

Tomas Najzer - 8 years

James Strizki, Mary Moor - 4 
years

John Nolan - 3 years

Nicholas Falcicchio - 2 years
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Change to Operating 
Procedures 
Recently, a very minor change to 
our Operating Procedures was 
published; it’s on the website now. 
We have four categories of 
maintenance squawk: 
• Plane Down
• Medium
• Low
• Archived
As part of the Operating 
Procedures change, there are also 
examples of squawks for each 
category for guidance.
Previously, “archived” had been 
called “deferred,” but it was causing 
some confusion, so it got a name 
change. It is still used for the same 
purpose: basically dents and dings 
— minor non-airworthiness items 
that have no effect on performance 
or handling and that the Board has 
no plans to repair. These “archived” 
squawks will remain open so that 
members are aware of them. 
Before you squawk anything, you 
should always check the list to 
make sure it hasn’t already been 
written up; this holds true for 
archived items, too.
Like the old “deferred” category, we 
ask that members never squawk 
an item as “archived” — that is a 
Maintenance Officer decision. 

Farewell to 
Harvey 

In early August, Blue 
Sky bade a sad 
farewell to Harvey 
Baron. Harvey, an 
active member of 
Blue Sky for 35 
years, passed away 
after a long illness. 

In his time with the 
club, Harvey had 
served on the board 
and was a regular 
participant at 
meetings and events, 
bringing his excellent 
sense of humor to 
lighten any mood.

Until health issues limited his ability to fly, Harvey was a 
very active pilot, flying our aircraft to Canada for fishing trips 
(he was an avid fly fisherman), Martha’s Vineyard, and 
other cross-country locations.

He was an orthopedic surgeon for over 50 years, and as an 
FAA medical examiner, Harvey was the guy that many of 
our members and other aviators went to for their exams. He 
was instrumental in helping pilots earn special issuance 
medical certificates when their flying privileges were in 
jeopardy. 

Harvey was also recognized for his constructive skills: he 
was an engineer, an accomplished woodworker… and a 
great cook, to boot!

He was a husband, brother, father, and grandfather. And 
our friend. He will be sorely missed by all that knew him.
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Editor: Eric Swanger

Next Membership Meeting  
Monday, October 6, 7:30 p.m.

Calvary Bible Church
144 Readington Road

Hybrid meeting with virtual option via MS Teams

Presentation: “The Big Changes in MOSAIC”
Roger Harris

Fuel Prices (ranked in order of price) 
Central Jersey    $5.15 
Sky Manor           $5.25 
Solberg	  $5.79  (Must use the Phillips card) 

It’s your money! Spend it wisely! 

“Life doesn’t get complicated until you land.”            -Patty Wagstaff

Friendly Reminder… 
During a recent GPS database 
update, all three planes were found 
with at least one unlocked door.
Several members have also 
reported finding empty oil bottles, 
greasy rags (the cloths are for the 
windshields, not the dipsticks!), dirty 
paper towels, and other trash rolling 
around in the baggage 
compartments. 
Others have reported finding the 
planes parked without gust locks or 
tiedowns, or not refueled when they 
should have been (our refueling 
rules are based on how long it’s 
been since last top-off - check the 
blue book - not on how long your 
flight was. And please remember to 
fill up both sides — some members 
found significant fuel imbalances, 
which is a topic for a future issue).
This is your friendly reminder that 
there are expectations and rules 
about how we operate the aircraft 
and how we leave them for the 
next member. See the club 
Operating Procedures, section 4.5, 
as a bare minimum of the 
expectations.
But as a general rule, never leave 
the plane like you found it — leave 
it better than you found it!

Upcoming Events 
A goal of the board has been to increase participation in the 
annual banquet. You may recall a survey in your inbox a while 
ago about that. Based on the membership responses, we are 
rescheduling the annual banquet to the springtime. Details to 
come.

In lieu of the banquet this fall, a holiday get-together is being 
planned this year at a local watering hole. No agenda, no 
speakers, just a chance for members to get together to have 
a few drinks and chat. Again, more details will come soon!

Finally…

THE FALL WASH AND WAX!

Saturday, October 4 (rain 
date: Sunday, October 5)

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Bring your sponges, bring your 
families, and be ready for a 

good time!

https://www.blueskyaa.com/nj-flying-club/operating-instructions
https://www.blueskyaa.com/nj-flying-club/operating-instructions
https://www.blueskyaa.com/nj-flying-club/operating-instructions
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