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“Get-there-itis” 
I’m positive I would never, ever have get-there-itis. Well, until I did. And that’s what makes get-
there-itis insidious. Let me explain:

I’ve been planning a family trip to Niagara Falls (KIAG) from what seemed like an eternity; it is one 
of my all-time favorite destinations and one of the very first places I put on my bucket list the day I 
got my ticket.

Now the first time I planned the trip, I was in another club and had to sign multiple waivers 
promising I wouldn’t fly into the Falls or land on top of the Falls or even have the plane misted by 
the Falls. Luckily for that club, Mother Nature intervened and I couldn’t go.

Fast forward, I’m in a brand new club with three glorious well-maintained planes and a community 
that encourages pilots to actually fly. So I reserved the Skylane a month out to take my wife and 
our five year-old, ATP-rated son to Niagara for my wife’s birthday.

Three days before departure, the TAF, MOS, Skew-T, Low-Level Prog, GFA, and Bob down the 
block all said the same thing: Severe clear all weekend long. Jackpot. I’m going to Niagara baby!

But just my luck, the day before our departure, the alternator field control unit (ACU) breaker 
popped, causing an over-voltage CAS alert….. here we go again…

The day of our departure I was frantic; I spent several hours with the A&P in the morning testing 
the ACU to figure out what the heck was going on. We went through the official Cessna ACU test 
procedure verifying each step. When the ACU checked out three different times, we agreed to try 
charging the battery on the ground by doing an extended run-up to see if I can reproduce the over-
voltage alert. Everything seemed fine.

In retrospect, I realize that being directly involved in 
this process was both good and bad. Good, in the 
sense that I could verify the problem myself and also 
potentially the fix. Bad, in that it could introduce 
confirmation bias into my final go-no-go decision.

So here we are: The Skylane has some electrical 
issue. Yet the plane has been signed off anyway 
since it can’t be reproduced. Moreover, the hotel can’t 
be cancelled and my wife’s faith in general aviation is 
now approaching minimums. Go or no-go?

I probably should have cancelled since I knew there 
was still a potential problem with the alternator even if 
the A&P couldn’t reproduce it. But I wanted to go. And 
I went. That’s called, you guessed it, get-there-itis.

And sure enough, about an hour and half into the flight, it happened: Breaker popped, over-voltage 
alert, and my battery began to discharge.

The entire crew: Captain/First Officer/Flight Engineer

by Alex Sack
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So with about forty minutes left in the flight, I asked Buffalo Approach for priority handling, 
declared I was pissed off (that’s in the AIM, look it up), and landed in Niagara safely.

But here’s the one thing I didn’t think of when I made that go-decision that I wish I had: Despite 
some minor breaker drama in the cockpit, now I had to fly an airplane I didn’t completely trust 
home. Let that sink in for a moment.

So on my vacation, I thought about what had happened and how I could potentially mitigate the 
alternator issue on the flight back home. My primary concern wasn’t flying on battery per se, but 
rather over charging it, since that has its own problems…overheat? Electrical fire?.

Consequently, I thought that if I could keep a large enough load on the bus, it would potentially 
never let the ACU overcharge the battery. And sure enough, on my way back, I kept the pitot 
heat and all of the lights on, and the breaker never popped.  In addition, I flew VFR on a route 
that ensured I would always be near a major airport.

But as you can imagine, during my flight home my scan went something like this: PFD, Engine 
Management Page, best-glide path ring, rinse[RH1] , repeat. Not fun.

Lessons learned:

·       Despite spending an enormous amount of time to ensure a worry-free flight, in the end, I 
couldn’t guarantee it.

·       Risk assessment is invaluable in these kinds of situations: Speaking with Tom (always a 
good idea!), we both agreed that even in the worst-case scenario the G5 is good for four hours 
and I carry a GDL50 portable WAAS receiver in my flight bag, so I could still definitely get safely 
home VFR.

·       Always have a backup plan: I didn’t discuss with my wife the “what-if” scenario of a 
mechanical problem. Decisions were made ad-hoc the day of[RH2] . Sometimes necessary but 
definitely not ideal.

In the end, my family did have a fantastic weekend. The Skylane now has a new ACU in it. And 
despite catching a bit of get-there-itis, I’m a better pilot because of it.

Survey Results.  The 2022 
membership survey is complete.  
With about an 80% response rate, 
this is a great snapshot of how our 
members see the club - present and 
future.  Read the report here.

Fiscal Year ’22-‘23 Board. The recent Board of 
Trustees election re-elected the same five members.  
At Monday’s Board meeting it was mutually decided 
to serve in the same positions:

President: Brian Moor, Vice-President: Roger Harris, 
Treasurer: Mark Mohajeri, Secretary: Jeff Lavine, 
Maintenance Officer: Tom Halvorson.  All contact 
information is in Schedule Master and they encourage 
you to contact them whenever you feel necessary.

http://www.blueskyaa.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/2022-Survey-Results-Report.pdf
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NEWS YOU CAN USE 
Next Membership Meeting 

BBQ Meeting 

Monday, October, 3  7:30 p.m.
Calvary Baptist Church

Safety/Training Presentation: Leaning Blue Sky Engines

Fuel Prices (ranked in order of price) 
(It helps your club when you buy it cheap!) 

Central Jersey    $5.60 
Sky Manor           $5.60 
Solberg  $6.04.  (Must use the Phillips card) 

It’s your money! Use it wisely!

Save the Date - Blue 
Sky Annual Banquet 
Our annual banquet will be 
held at a new venue this year 
- The Stoney Brook Grille 
1285 Rte 28, North Branch, 
NJ.  Cocktails begin at 6:30 
pm (cash bar) and dinner at 
7:30.  A great opportunity to 
get together with fellow 
aviators/partners.  The cost is 
$60 p.p. and will be included 
on your monthly statement.  

This year, our own Paul 
D’Auria will be the speaker 
and will share his story of the 
journey from corporate 
executive to corporate pilot. 

Contact Stan Winkler to 
confirm your reservation.

P.S. Our 65th Anniversary!!

How do you keep abreast? Have you ever had a 
conversation with another pilot who mentioned something new 
that you didn’t know or hadn’t heard about?  I’m often struck 
by how much (or how little) pilots are keeping up to speed on 
the industry, trends, history, or current events.  I feel like I do a 
pretty good job but then I run into someone who enlightens 
me about something that I feel like I should have known.

Anyway… in the interest of getting more of us more informed, 
I’d like to get some input from YOU.  Take this quick survey 
that I put together and tell us where you get your info.  Maybe 
you know about these sources already; maybe you know 
about others.  In the next edition of Chock Talk, I’ll publish the 
results.https://forms.o"ce.com/r/V1MKR1Vrxc

Volunteers make the club.  
For many years, Eugene Mirecki 
has been a silent force keeping 
our fleet legal and safe.  He has 
been delivering and installing our 
database updates in all three 
airplanes on time, every time.  
We THANK Eugene for his 
dedication and professionalism.  
The guy has earned a break!

Joe Koepfinger has now 
graciously stepped up to assume 
Eugene’s duties and has already 
been at it for a couple months.

When you see either Joe or 
Eugene around the patch, please 
thank them for their help.

Editor: Roger Harris
“Superior pilots use superior judgement to avoid situations requiring superior skill.”

https://forms.office.com/r/V1MKR1Vrxc
https://stoneybrookgrille.com/dinner.html
mailto:Stan.Winkler@gmail.com
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